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Massachusetts State Investigator Win Garano is given one of his most challenging cases yet when

he is asked to investigate the death of a young British woman murdered more than forty years ago.

Assumed to be a victim of the Boston Strangler, blind Janie Brolin was raped and left for dead in

1962. With no DNA and sketchy police records, this is a case that will test Garano to his limits. It will

take him on a journey through the archives, into the latest innovations in forensic technology, and

into partnership with senior officers at London's New Scotland Yard. And as Garano unearths

deadly secrets from the past, his hard-nosed boss Monique Lamont is putting both their lives in

jeopardy with her lust for power and success. With past and present colliding, the tension mounts

with every page... --This text refers to an alternate Audio CD edition.
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Patricia Cornwell's "The Front" is the second in a series featuring thirty-four year old Massachusetts

state homicide investigator Win (Gernimo) Garano. Win's nemesis is egocentric and obnoxious

Middlesex County District Attorney Monique Lamont. She relishes every opportunity to manipulate

and humiliate Win, in spite of the fact that he once saved her life. Lamont comes up with a

preposterous project for Win, as part of a public relations ploy "to take back our neighborhoods" and

"to create a model that will be studied everywhere." Garano's task is to unearth information on an

unsolved sexual homicide that took place in 1962: A blind British citizen named Janie Brolin was

raped and strangled in Watertown, Massachusetts. Could she have been the Boston strangler's first

victim? Win resents Lamont for expecting him to reopen a forty-five year old case. To make matters



worse, Lamont has invited New Scotland Yard's Detective Superintendent to get involved.Lamont

further suggests that Win enlist the aid of a Watertown cop nicknamed Stump (her nickname is

unrelated to the fact that she has worn a prosthesis since her leg was amputated below the knee).

Stump wants no part of the Brolin case, and she tells Win to do his own dirty work for Lamont. It

seems that Lamont and Stump detest one another and Stump has not found it in her heart to forgive

Monique for her past transgressions. Stump also fears that Monique wants to destroy a growing

coalition called FRONT (Friends, Resources, Officers Networking Together), consisting of sixty

police departments cooperating and pooling their resources. Stump urges Win to find a way to get

out from under Lamont's thumb.This book is irritating in so many ways: Cornwell's artificial use of

the present tense is grating.
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